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An adorable little girl walked into Cindy Patterson's pet shop and asked,

"Do you have any rabbits here?" "I do," Cindy answered, then, leaning down to
the little girl at eye level, asked, "Did you want a white rabbit or would you
rather have a soft, fuzzy black rabbit?" She shrugged. "I don't think my python
really cares."

It started out innocently enough, but then again it usually does. They were
the first couple and had everything they could ever want. They lived in a
beautiful garden in fellowship with their Creator. This garden was filled with
trees producing delicious fruit—telling us that God wasn't only concerned with
the practical but also with the aesthetic. But then introduce a deceptively satanic
serpent and the deliberate disobedience of God's commandments, and paradise
is lost.

Naturally when things go wrong, the tendency is to look for someone to
blame, and we can go all the way back to the Garden of Eden on this one. When
God asked Adam what he'd done, he said it was Eve's fault. When God
questioned Eve, she blamed it on the snake. The same thing happens today. It's
so easy to excuse our sins by blaming someone else or some other outside
circumstances.

No song better cycles its way through the tendency to blame than Jimmy
Buffett's "Margaritaville," in which he questions whether or not there's a woman
to blame for the way he's wasting away. The first verse says, "Nibblin' on sponge
cake, / Watchin' the sun bake / All of those tourists covered with oil. /
Strummin' my six-string / On my front porch swing; / Smell those shrimp
they're beginnin' to boil. / Wastin' away again in Margaritaville, / Searching for



my lost shaker of salt. / Some people claim that there's a woman to blame, / But
I know it's nobody's fault." Move on to the second verse in which he tells about a
new tattoo that he doesn't know how exactly got there, and he admits that well,
it could be his fault. The final verse complains about how he sliced his heel
stepping on a pop-top, and concludes that no, there really is no woman to
blame—that it's all his own fault.

Sure, we could say that because Adam and Eve didn't understand the
reasons for God's command, they chose to act in another way that looked better
to them. But God's commands are for our own good even though we may not
always understand the reasons behind them. If we truly trust in the Lord, we'll
obey Him just because He asks us to—whether or not we understand why He
commands what He does.

Besides, Adam and Eve knew that eating the fruit of that tree was wrong;
it's clear that they had a pretty firm grip on what they weren't supposed to do. In
reality, how much of the wrong that we do is really done in ignorance? How
often can we honestly say, "I really didn't know that was wrong"? "Oh, you mean
I shouldn't have cheated on my wife or stole from my employer or lied to my
parents?" Duh! You knew it was wrong before you ever did it!

After eating the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve felt guilt and
embarrassment over their nakedness. Their guilty feelings even made them try to
hide from God. But the thought of two human beings covered with fig leaves
trying to hide from the all-seeing, all-knowing God is laughable! Perhaps they
were so overcome with shame that they covered themselves physically because
they couldn't cover themselves spiritually. Yet we do the same, acting as though
God doesn't know what we're doing. Share all you do and think with Him, and
don't try to hide. It can't be done! Honesty will only strengthen your relationship
with God.

Adam and Eve made things worse by refusing to admit their sin. They
shirked the responsibility for what they had done. God asked, "Who told you
that you were naked? Did you eat from that tree I told you not to eat from?"
Adam says, "Well, yeah, but the woman you gave me as a companion—she's the
one who gave it to me." So God asked Eve, "What is this that you've done?" And
Eve says, "Well, yeah, but the serpent seduced me." Sound familiar? How often
when confronted with doing something we shouldn't have done do we say,
"Well, yeah, but." Caught up in the blame game, we frantically look for a way
out. It's like I saw on a t-shirt: "If you can smile when things go wrong, you have
someone in mind to blame."

So how is the blame game played? One way is by blaming others for our
behavior and actions and failures. "My great-grandfather was a Syrian Jew, and
that's why I can't control my temper." "If she hadn't have worn such a short skirt,
I wouldn't have started flirting with her." "It was my parents' fault or my
teacher's fault and my friend's fault! They led me astray!" Just once I wish
someone would say, "I did wrong. It was my choice. Nobody forced me or



enticed me. I did it because I wanted to." Doing wrong means you need to
change, and as Robert Anthony claims, "When you blame others, you give up
your power to change."

Another way is by blaming our circumstances. "My genes make me prone
to it; that's why I'm an alcoholic." "If only I'd been raised in the country on a
farm, I'd have a better work ethic and be more successful." Yes, it's true that you
don't always have control over your circumstances; but you do have control over
how your react to your circumstances. Seize some responsibility for your life!

Another way is by blaming the devil. Yes, the devil tempts us to do
wrong; yes, he wants you to fail as a Christian. But you don't have to. The devil
may have tempted you to do it, but he didn't make you do it! One of the greatest
promises in the Bible is this: "No test or temptation that comes your way is
beyond the course of what others have had to face. All you need to remember is
that God will never let you down; He'll never let you be pushed past your limit;
He'll always be there to help you come through it" (1 Corinthians 10:13). The
Bible never says that we won't be tempted, but it does say we don't have to give
in to temptation. There isn't anything that we'll be tempted to do that somebody
else hasn't already been tempted to do. And yes, some gave in to that temptation;
but many didn't.

Yet another way the blame game is played is by blaming God, as though
God brings evil into our lives for the fun of it! God is not the author of
temptation, and He's not the author of evil. He is the means by which we
overcome temptation and evil. In fact, all Adam and Eve would have needed to
do was whistle, and God would have been on the scene to knock the devil out of
the ring. But Adam and Eve seemed to be enjoying the conversation—and thus,
flirting with the temptation. The English writer Margaret Oliphant wrote,
"Temptations come, as a general rule, when they are sought." You know the truth
of the matter: When we're being tempted, if we were to actually stop and pray
about the situation and ask for God's help, things would go quite a bit
differently—but then again, maybe that's what we're afraid of.

When we lived outside of Chicago, the Tribune Magazine ran a column
about people's jobs. A journalist would interview an average cop or baker or
legal secretary about what it was like to do his or her work. One column told the
story of a man named Neil Boyle who read depositions in jury trials. Boyle told
of one crazy lawsuit he had seen. A hospital-supply corporation falsified its
annual reports so that the shareholders thought it was doing better financially
than it was. An auditing firm came in, but the company manipulated its
inventory, moving the same goods to whatever warehouse the firm was
inspecting. When the fraud was finally discovered, the corporation—get this—
sued the auditing firm for not catching them! The auditing firm eventually won
the case, but it took eleven years. Some people will never acknowledge their
guilt. For when it comes right down to it, the trouble wasn't the apple in the tree;
it was the pair on the ground!



So what can you do you stop playing the blame game? First, learn to pay
attention to your guilty conscience. A guilty conscience is a warning signal God
placed inside you that goes off when you've done wrong. The worst step you can
take is to eliminate the guilty feelings without eliminating the cause. That would
be like using a painkiller but not treating the disease. Those guilty feelings make
you aware of your sin so you can ask God's forgiveness and correct your
wrongdoing.

Second, the next time you give in, think about why you failed instead of
who was at fault. Look at it objectively so that you can do better next time. Ask
yourself a series of three questions: What lessons have I learned from this? How
can God turn my failure into success? Where in this situation did I succeed as
well as fail?

And third, admit your wrong attitudes and actions and apologize to God.
Don't try to get away with sin by blaming someone else. People who blame
others for their failures never overcome them. They simply move from problem
to problem. To reach your potential, you must continually improve yourself, and
you can't do that if you don't take responsibility for your actions and learn from
your mistakes. In the end, I can't help but wonder how different the story might
have been if when God asked Adam, "Did you eat from that tree I told you not to
eat from?" Adam answered, "Yes, I did. I was wrong, and we are so sorry. Next
time we will call out to You so that we can resist temptation." Do you think God
would have forgiven Adam and Eve? Of course He would! The Bible makes this
promise to all of us: "If we admit our sins—make a clean breast of them—God
won't let us down; He'll be true to His word. He'll forgive our sins and purge us
from all wrongdoing."

Let us pray: Lord, help us—help all those who are called by Your name—
to stop playing this silly blame game. Help us to take responsibility for our own
words and actions and attitudes. When we're tempted, remind us to seek Your
help. And when we've done wrong, remind us to seek both Your forgiveness and
Your power to repent. For we ask it in Jesus' name.
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